
 

   

 

  

A WEEKLY COMMENTARY

¢ NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

* BACKGROUND INFORMATION

* COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS

The price of Freedom is eternal vigilance —

Print Post Publication Number 381667 00258

 

Vol.30, No.34 September 9th, 1994
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: "..... all Government, as the man in the street understands
the word, is a conspiracy against the individual, not one kind of Government, but all
Government, per se. That is the bitter truth which is embodied in the Creed of Anarchism,
and it is a truth, but not a comprehensive truth. So far as human intelligence carries us,
Government appears to be only tolerable when it is trinitarian, and embodies in itself .....
certain fundamental chocks and balances which are independent of its forms of procedure
and fact transform its nature. 'All power tends to corrupt; absolute power corrupts absolutely."
An appreciation of this irreconcilable antagonism between trinitarianism and monopoly is
the first step to an understanding of our necessities."

 

—C.H. Douglas, 1950

 

' THE CRUCIFIXION OF ALEXANDER DOWNER by Eric D. Butler:
 

However much one disagrees with some of the policies of Federal Liberal leader Alexander
Downer, he is entitled to be treated as a decent human being. But there is not much decency
about modern party politics where personalities are allegedly much more important than
policies, and personal abuse replaces rational discussion. Last week's Keating campaign
against Alexander Downer was, of course, primarily designed to further fragment a Liberal
Party which has lost a coherent philosophical base. Today's Liberal Party is far removed
from the Party established by Sir Robert Menzies and his colleagues, including Alexander
Downer's late father, Sir Alex Downer. But is today's Labor Party far removed from that led
by John Curtin, Ben Chifley and Arthur Calwell?

The League of Rights grew out of a Social Credit Movement which had the support of John

Curtin, Labor Premier of Tasmania Ogilvie, and many other Labor politicians. I was personally
associated with Labor politicians like Senator Richard Darcy of Tasmania. Were those men
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all "racists' because they supported the same immigration policy that I do today — one designed to
maintain a homogeneous and harmonious nation?

What has emerged from last week's remarkable smear campaign, with the League being used to
attempt to undermine Alexander Downer, is the influence of Zionist leader Isi Leibler, who has
openly and arrogantly insisted that no politician be allowed to associate with the "racist",
"extremist", "anti-Semitic" and "bigoted" League of Rights. Leibler has said that following
Alexander Downer's appearance at the now famous League of Rights Seminar in Adelaide in
1987, he "warned" Alexander Downer against the advisability ofappearing on League ofRights
platforms. It was not coincidental that Downer was dropped from the Liberal Party's Shadow
Ministry on the eve of the Adelaide Seminar.

When it became clear a few weeks back that a major national campaign was being prepared to
assist Paul Keating, it declined all requests to make available the League's video of the 1987
Adelaide Seminar, at which Alexander Downer was the first speaker. The League is unaware of
where TV7 obtained the video which was used in such a blatantly dishonest way by sections of
the media and Paul Keating. The Age, Melbourne, was the worst offender with a front page photo
on September Ist, ofDowner, the caption under the photo reading, "Channel 7 footage ofAlexander
Downer and Eric Butler at the Adelaide meeting of the League of Rights in August, 1987". I did
not appear on the platform with Mr. Downer at any time. The second person shown in The Age
photo was the man who chaired his Paper. Those who claim to have a copy of the video are well
aware of this fact. But they are not interested in facts. Age Political Editor Mark Baker, accepting
the accuracy of the front page photo, charged Downer with telling "an outright porky" because of
his "vagueness about sharing the stage with League founder, Eric Butler...

The only people telling lies are those who, for their own purposes, have been attempting to link
Alexander Downer with the League ofRights. At the end of a week of torrid interviewing by the
media from all over Australia, my attention was drawn to an item in On Target concerning the
fact that after having had a close association with South Africa for many years, I had suddenly
been denied a visa. The On Target report correctly said that I had been unable to regain the visa
even with the aid of the Opposition. Several media representatives asked was Alexander Downer
one of those from whomI had sought assistance. The truth is that it was the South African
Opposition which sought to have my visa re-established!

In an attempt to twist the meaning ofmy comments, one interviewer responded to my observation
that while Alexander Downer had not handled the League affair well and that I felt he should be
given "a fair go", by asking, "Does this mean that there is some association between the Liberal
Party and the League?"! When the full story is told, it will make revealing reading concerning the
low level to which public life in Australia has sunk.
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LIBERALS REEL FROM MERCILESS ASSAULT by David Thompson:
 

As we go to press, the media-driven assault on Alexander Downer and the Liberal Party continues,
in which the League of Rights is being invoked as the political equivalent of a blunt instrument.
This entire development is a major assault on the conservative element ofAustralian politics, and
while the Liberal Party appears to be the major target of the assault, it is quite clear that the
League ofRights is being singled out for special attention. But as the Liberal Party progressively
retreats and compromises, the critics of the League of Rights find it much more difficult
to deal with.

I was in Canberra on the day that Mr. Downer moved that Parliamentary question time be suspended,
to debate a censure motion in which the Prime Minister, Mr. Keating, was to be condemned for
accusing Downer of "anti-Semitism". I watched from the public gallery as Downer attempted to
retrieve his position ofhaving been accused ofassociating with the League at a Seminar in 1987,
by producing a document indicating that the leader of the A.L.P. Opposition in W.A., Mr. Ian
Taylor, had invited a division of the League, the W.A. Branch of the Heritage Society, to take
morning tea with the Shadow Cabinet. The unedifying shouting match that followed was observed
by several classes of young schoolchildren in the galleries, and sending children to observe the
Parliament in action would now have to be regarded as a new form ofchild abuse.

Mr. Keating inevitably amended the Downer motion to condemn Downer's appearance on a League
platform. Immediately after the vote was taken to condemn Downer, Mr. Clyde Holding, A.L.P.
Member for Melbourne Ports, called for the urgent introduction ofthe racial vilification legislation,
in order to be able to deal swiftly with groups like the League. There is no doubt that the A.L.P.
strategists are positioning the Coalition so that they will find it extremely difficult to oppose the
racial vilification legislation in the face ofallegations that they are trying to "protect" the League
of Rights.

POLITICAL TERROR TACTICS: Throughout the entire affair, Downer and the Liberals
have been outmanouvred by the A.L.P. As the League pointed out in press statements, the terms
"racist" and anti-Semitic", used to condemn the League and, by association, Mr. Downer, are
nothing more than a blatant form ofpolitical abuse. They are not descriptive terms, but intimidation
tactics. The only counter for such tactics is to confront the accusers head-on, which the Liberals
have difficulty doing.

 

When Immigration Minister Bolkus quoted from The International Jew, by Eric Butler, as an
example of "extreme anti-Semitism", Coalition members were in no position to point out that the
book was being quoted out of context in the most dishonest way. Mr. Downer's response was to
quote Keating's hero, former A.L.P. Premier Jack Lang, out of context to imply that Lang, too,
was "anti-Semitic". The truth is that if the New Testament is quoted out ofcontext, Christ Himself
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can be depicted as "anti-Semitic", misquoting The Merchant ofVenice can depict Shakespeare as

being "anti-Semitic". The use ofsuch terms is nothing less than political terror tactics, but Downer
seems unable to counter them.

THE LEAGUE'S POSITION: Being driven further and further into retreat by the press, Downer
is now reported as ordering an internal enquiry to determine the extent of League "infiltration"
into the Party. In press statements the League has made it clear that the Liberal Party is simply
not worth infiltrating. In our view, the Federal Liberals are suffering from terminal decay, and
we find it increasingly offensive to be associated with them.

 

The League rejects the charges of "racism" and "anti-Semitism" as terms of meaningless abuse,
for which neither Keating nor the press have provided justification. However, it is quite legitimate
to debate such questions as immigration policy or multiculturalism. It is quite valid to point out
that multiculturalism simply does not work, and that a responsible government must adopt an
immigration policy that prevents social fragmentation and racial friction. Some Asian countries
openly use such policies.

It is sheer intimidation to apply the expletive "anti-Semitism" to anyone who dares to examine the
influence of the Zionist or Jewish leadership on Australian politics in proportion to the numerical
strength of their communities. Similarly, to note the deep divisions about Zionism and Israel
within Judaism, or to observe that the loyalties of Australian Zionists may be divided, are quite
valid matters for discussion free from intimidation.

If special consideration is apportioned to Jewish people because of past persecution, it is also
valid to satisfy ourselves of the nature of such persecution. The League recognises that Jews
were persecuted in World War II, as were others. Cambodians were persecuted by Pol Pot, the
Chinese were murdered in their millions by Mao, and Stalin purged many millions of Soviet
citizens. The study of the nature and extent of such "holocausts" is a legitimate field of historic
enquiry, whether the victims were Jewish or otherwise. The League does not take the view that
the Jewish holocaust did not happen, but observes that evidence for some aspects ofthis persecution,
like that of mass gassings, has been dramatically exaggerated.

While we have some sympathy for Mr. Downer, he has clearly mishandled the Keating/media
assault. He should insist that he is free to address whatever group he pleases, free from intimidation,
as others, like A.L.P. backbencher Graeme Campbell, have successfully done.
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